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White Elephant Benefit for 
Week of Compassion 

 
 This year we know the immediate need of the people of Haiti who suffered a 
devastating earthquake on January 12.  Thousands of people have been killed.  
More may die of starvation or exposure to the elements.  They need water, food, 
and medical attention right now.  Over the long-term they will need help to re-
build Port-au-Prince and surrounding communities. 
 The Week of Compassion special offering is taken on February 21 and 28.  
This offering provides the resources the Disciples need to help Haiti and other  
crisis situations throughout the world.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The march of “white elephants” will be deafening at the Fellowship dinner on 
February 21.  That is the time for us to bring in wrapped “white elephant” 
items....objects that we no longer need or want…..that will be auctioned off to 
benefit the Week of Compassion.  As you will remember, the fun has just begun 
once you have been the successful bidder on an object.  You can choose to keep 
that object or “steal” a previously obtained bid.  Competition for select objects 
can become intense.  One highly prized item is the actual white elephant and cash 
award attached to it.   
 The Week of Compassion offering is facilitated by the Outreach Committee.  
Contact Carroll Rinker with any suggestions or offers of help for this event. 
 In Jesus’ last encounter with his disciples after his resurrection (John 21:15-
19), the Good Shepherd tells Simon Peter to take care of his sheep.  “Do you love 
me?” Jesus asks.  “Yes,” Peter replies.  Then “Feed my lambs,” Jesus tells him.  
“Tend my sheep.”  Right now, the “sheep” that need to be tended are the Haitian 
people.  Let’s show them that we hear the command of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

 

 
                      Come bid for a good cause! 
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 Good morning, Mr. Frank, this is the pastor from 
West Lake Christian Church, and I am calling you to 
say, “we were glad to have you in worship yesterday.” 
Mr. Frank, “Thank you for your telephone call; it was 
nice to be with you.  I understand you are looking for a 
new preacher.  Right now we are looking around, you 
know, church shopping.  We shall continue this until 
we meet your full time pastor.  Then we’ll make a   
decision.” 
 Frankly speaking, I don’t think a lot of people 
know how to look for a church nor how to look for a 
pastor.  Let me try my best to deal with this matter  
effectively. 

 The best approach is to look for a Disciple 
Community, or a group of genuine human beings who 
care about each other and care about anyone else who 
comes through the door.  Study after study concludes 
that the key element to overcoming grief, facing   
marital problems, and having good physical and    
mental health is participation in a supportive, affirm-
ing community.  This phenomenon has been supported 
generation after generation through the works of David 
Risman in The Lonely Crowd,  James Lynch in The 

Broken Heart, and  Robert Bella’s Habits of the Heart. 
Mr. Frank would do well to visit a church and 

meet some of the people. The kind of people for him 
to meet are those who are, again, authentic, caring and 
open, who are conversational, with the emphasis on 
listening. 
 People who join a church because of the minister 
are most apt to leave that church upon discovering that 
the pastor is human, or that the pastor really has some 
ideas variant to the person.  Pasteurization works in 
milk production, but pastorization does not work in 
disciple growth development. 
 If I were looking for a pastor, I would want one 
that stimulates my mind and touches my heart, but 
never tries to indoctrinate me.  I would want one with 
whom I could differ and learn from.  I want my pastor 
to know people’s names, but more importantly, I 
would desire a congregation wherein people know 
each other’s names. 
 Paul, in his correspondence to the church in    
Corinth, says that the “Church is the Body of Christ.”  
The teacher/preacher has a gift to offer, but so does 
everyone else (including the gift of helper.)  We are 
the Church together.   

 
 

 Greetings to everyone and a  
belated Happy New Year.  Year 2009  
caused us as a church board to  
make some really tough decisions.   
Unfortunately, due to the lack of  
funding we were not able to pay our full church tithe.  
We hope to make that up in this year.  With our 
church attendance numbers down and the economy 
forcing everyone to rethink their spending, unfortu-
nately our monthly contributions to the church fell on 
the short side. 
 So enough doom and gloom already; there is 
nothing we can do to change what happened.  What 
we can do is change what will happen in 2010, and 
all was not lost in 2009.  There were some really 
great accomplishments in 2009.  A much needed   
repair was made to the parking lot and additional 
lighting was added to the sanctuary to better light up 
the pulpit area.  Both of these items were long over-
due, but very expensive.  However, in 2010 we have 
some challenges before us.  We have a fire alarm  
system which falls short of meeting all the current 
standards and we have a projector system in need of 
replacement.  In spite of these needed repairs, I am 
optimistic that our congregation will pull through as 
they have exhibited in the past and the needed repairs 
will come about. 
 Rest assured that your church board is tracking 
every dollar very closely.  Your church committee 
members spend countless hours each month in an  
effort to keep the church and grounds maintained.  
Other committee members’ work equally as hard to 
keep the finances in order and your Sunday worship 
as good as it gets in the lake area.  Please remember 
to thank your church committee members for a job 
well done, but often unappreciated. 
 For those who have been sitting on the sidelines 
for a while waiting for something to happen, come 
join us for Sunday service.  You know, you just 
might be pleasantly surprised. 
 

God Bless You 
Larry L. Chubbuck 
Moderator 

Attention All Graduates! 
  

 If you are graduating from 
high school or college, please let 
the church office know so we can 
acknowledge your accomplishment 
and share in your joy. 
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A Brief History of WLCC 
Read at the 20th Anniversary Worship Service 

 
  Following months of preparation and door-to-door canvassing of the area in search of  
 people interested in helping to start a new church, our first worship service was held on 
 Sunday, November 20, 1988.  The new congregation met at the Fire Station in Laurie that 

was to be our home until May of 1989. 
 Rev. Robert Allen was the Pastor-Developer for the congregation.  With his wife, Charlotte, at his side he 
led our congregation through April of 1990.  Our congregation was chartered on January 7 of that year with 
83 people signing the charter. 

Our first building was acquired from the American Bank on June 30, 1989. For many years, the build-
ing was therefore referred to as the “Bank Building.”  In 2003 it was renamed Daniel Hall and rededicated in 
honor of our first installed minister, Rev. Jack Daniel.  The first worship service was held on “O” Road on 
June 4, 1989. 

Rev. Jack Daniel and his wife, Renae, began their ministry on September 15, 1991.  He resigned in 
December of 2000 to accept the call to serve a church at Mt. Vernon, MO. 

Our Outdoor Chapel was completed and dedicated in May of 1992 in memory of Peggy Kirkpatrick 
and our first worship service was held there on June 7 of that year.  During the Summer of 2005, extensive 
remodeling of the Outdoor Chapel added the entry platform, gravel walkway, enlarged flower beds, and many 
new trees, shrubs and flowers. 

The multipurpose building was completed and dedicated on September 23, 1993.  Combined with the 
original building, it housed all the worship, education and fellowship activities of our church.  On November 
21, 2004, this building was named the Frank and Gene Loehr Fellowship Center (Loehr Center) in recogni-
tion of their many years of leadership and service to the congregation. 

The first service in our new sanctuary was on November 21, 1999 and it was dedicated on June 11, 
2000.  This brought our current facilities to completion thus equipping our church for its ministry well into the 
future. 

The Rev. Dr. Jim Sutherlin, and his wife, Judy, began their ministry on the first Sunday of May, 2002.  
He retired in December, 2007.  We appreciate the dedication and all they contributed to our church. 

Our interim minister, the Rev. Dr. Jim Stovall began his ministry on the first Sunday of April, 2008.  
He continues to be instrumental in the youth program at our church along with his other duties. 

Rev. Frank Loehr served as our Minister of Visitation.  He and his wife, Gene, have been an important 
part of the life of West Lake Christian Church from the very beginning.  Before becoming a reality, our 
church was a dream in the hearts, minds and very souls of Frank and Gene Loehr.  Calling others to join them 
in the challenge of beginning a new church, they were truly the “leading lights” of that endeavor. 

At various times of transition, a number of ministers have served us in the interim and are mentioned 
here with appreciation for their contribution.  Revs. John Suttenfield, Richard Person, Jerri Jones and Ron 
Roberts.  Additionally, there have been two Assistant Ministers, Revs. Skip Banks and Jane Sander. 

Crafters and Quilters 
 

    Crafts and quilting will start on 
    Monday, March 15.  We will meet each 
    Monday from 9 a.m. till noon.  Every 
   thing is furnished.  Come and enjoy 
     visiting, quilting, and making crafts for 
our annual craft sale.   All are welcome—no special 
talents required! 
 

 If you have any questions call  
 Doris Yates at 372-5869 or  
 Pat Roberts at 372-0282. 

 Are you interested in ensuring that a child has 
music in their life?  JoyNotes Music Studio continues 
to offer affordable early childhood music and move-
ment classes to families on the Westside.     

 There are families who struggle 
 with finances, but would like to 
 keep their child in Musikgarten 
 classes with JoyNotes Music  

Studio.  Sponsors are needed for these families.  $20 
per month for the 5 months remaining in the semester 
would cover 1 child, but any contribution is gratefully 
accepted.  Please contact Joy Thomas (374-1794) for 
any  additional details or to volunteer as a sponsor. 
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The Three P’s 
 

 Colossians 1 :  11  “May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may 
you be prepared to endure everything with patience……” 
 Hebrews  12 : 1  “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.”    
 Patience and Perseverance—This congregation had exercised both. 
 The last two years have been difficult for this congregation at West Lake.  Your board of directors has had an 
especially rough time.  The last two years have been difficult for the employees, too.  It’s been a time when we have 
all shared the weight of uncertainty.  Our future has looked foggy at times.  We have relied upon God for direction, 
but at times it is difficult to see where we are headed. 
 It’s only natural, but why is it that we tend to focus on only the difficult things?  I think it is more appropriate at 
this time, the new year, to take a moment to look back at the good things that have happened in the last two years. 
 I’ve got a list here that certainly isn’t all-inclusive.  I know some things have been missed on my list.  Here goes 
with a few thoughts: 
 Church physical plant improvements – the new lighting in the sanctuary, and the sealing of the asphalt parking 
lot –  huge accomplishments. 
 Youth participation on Wednesday nights, but just as important is the adult participation assisting the youth.  
These adults have faithfully mentored groups of between 12 and 25 youth.  11 children and youth were sent to camps 
and conferences. 
 There has been a willingness of our congregation to hold together financially during these tough economic times.  
We have stayed together in faith during this long time without an installed minister, and we owe a great deal of appre-
ciation and gratitude to our interim minister Jim Stovall. 
 How about Kent and the stewardship committee having received “promise cards” from 75 families for this year; 
an increase in participation of over 15%. 
 Special music on Sunday mornings is really special thanks to all who share their talent and to Marilyn Rothove 
for finding them.  We have a new Pianist and the new Choir, thanks to Peggy and her faithful singers. 
 The outdoor Sunday service is truly a blessing for us, but more so to our summer visitors and guests that we host. 
 The generosity of this congregation and our neighbors to support the Lake Area Chorale and the Lake Orchestra 
programs at this facility. 
 The willingness of our members to support community programs like the Elders worship at the nursing home, 
Nancy Milburn and her volunteers at Community for Christ, the Praise Team singing at the Legion’s Kid’s Christmas 
program, caroling at The Knolls and the nursing home, Nip working with Habitat for Humanity, George Welch and 
company working faithfully at the Senior Center.  Nancy Pate and the Salvation Army bell ringers. 
 Thank goodness for the fun property workdays at the church and then the year around work that Richard, Mike, 
Nip, Ed and that crew put in that we don’t even see. 
 How about the Worldwide Communion Service and the celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the Disciples that 
was put together by the Worship Committee in October. 
 Last year was the first Ash Wednesday Service held at this church in recent memory.  And a couple of weeks ago 
was the first Blue Christmas Service. 
 Remember the Soles 4 Soles program and the huge participation that Sunday when we all brought our shoes. 
 We have had Boy Scout Sundays. 
 We have DIRK, a care-giving group focused on calling and nurturing care receivers in our congregation. 
 We have employees who come faithfully to work.  The newest of those is Sandy who has been here over three 
years already. 
 Let’s talk about new members…we have had 35 in the last 18 months and 32 of those continue to be participat-
ing members.  Thanks to Ed and Shelby, and the evangelism committee, there are another 30 or so who worship with 
us and may be very close to joining when we call a new minister. 
 So much good has happened at this church.  Therefore, my third “p”. 
 The first P was patience, the second perseverance, and the third P should be pride.  This congregation, under the 
direction of the committees and the board, has accomplished so much.  Thank you Nip Mohler, Larry Chubbuck and 
John Conley, our moderators and vice moderator, and all of the board members for your prevailing love and leader-
ship.  This church has had much success in the past couple of years.  True congregation stewardship!   Be proud!  All 
of you!  And as the verse from Hebrews says, let us continue “to run with perseverance the race that is set before us.”
                  -Bob Kellstrom Page 4 



 

From Our Parish Nurse                    LRHS Parish Nurse Network 

  Betty Greenley                 Wellness Tip of the Month    

 

Prostate Cancer 

What is it? 

Prostate cancer is a cancer that occurs in the Prostate 
gland.  This gland is present in men located below the 
bladder and in front of the rectum. 
 
Statistics 
Estimated new cases in 2009—192,280 
Estimated deaths in 2009—27,360 
 
Symptoms 

1. Diminished urine flow 
2. Hard time starting and stopping urine flow 
3. Frequent urination 
4. Pain/burning during urination 
5. Blood in urine/semen 
6. Erectile dysfunction 
7. Frequent pain in lower back, hips, or upper thighs 
 

 

Risk Factors 
There is a greater risk for: 
1. Men older than 65 years of age 
2. African American men 
3. Men with family history of Prostate cancer 
 
Diagnosis 
If you have any of these symptoms, see your doctor.  
He/she may do some tests or refer you to an urologist.  
Tests may include: 
1. A PSA blood test 
2. A digital exam 
3. A biopsy of the Prostate gland 
 
Treatment 
If you are diagnosed with Prostate cancer, your doctor 
will discuss treatment options, which may include  
biopsy, radiation therapy, surgery, or observation. 
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2009 Giving Statements 
 

 I will be starting to work on the Giving Statement 
reports for 2009 very soon.  If you would like to have 
one for your records or for tax purposes,  please call 
me at 372-2711, or the church office.  
 Shirley Kirkpatrick,    
 Financial Secretary 

The February Principle of Stewardship 
 

          As members of a church family, we confess 
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, and the Gospel 
as the Word of God.  In our faith we recognize the 
gifts which God has first given us through His grace, 
and accept our role as stewards in this world.  We  
accept responsibility for managing 100% of our time, 
talent and resources, including our bodies.  The     
following principle of Stewardship will provide a    
foundation for the role of steward in the congregation 
and the world.  �
� Being a Responsible Steward is our way of   
acknowledging and showing faith in the gospel.  This 
involves how we treat our selves, our family, and our 
friends. 
         “Under the test of this service, you will glorify 

God by your obedience in acknowledging the Gospel 

of Christ.”  II Corinthians 9:13 
 Our role as Christian stewards is one of many 
dimensions.  This principle of stewardship is a    
foundation for Good Stewards and serves as a guide 
in our daily lives.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Week of Compassion 

Special Offering 

February 21 and 28 
 

Do You Love Me?  Feed My Sheep! 
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West Lake Christian Church, 
 Thank you so much for the cards and 
phone calls I received for my 100th birthday.  It was 
a joy and a blessing. 
 Thank you again, 
 Helen Klopp  
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 The Elders would like to thank the congregation 
for sending us to Elder Institute at the Rickman   
Center in Jefferson City on January 22 and 23.  It is 
such a wonderful learning and growing experience 
for new and experienced Elders.  Each year we bring 
back ideas to help grow our congregation.   
 Our heartfelt thanks,  
 Barbara Anderson, Kelly and Nancy Caldwell, 
Larry and Carlene Chubbuck, John and Shelby 
Conley, Jean Garber, Peggy Lippitt and Nip Mohler. 
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    Thank you everyone that saves and 
    clips coupons for the Lamb House.  
    The Lamb House is only accepting 
    food coupons now so don’t waste 
    time and energy cutting the others.  
Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 Gerri Beard 
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     Christian love and sympathy is 
          extended to Sharon King and 
     family upon the death of her 
     sister, Janet Nickerson, on  
     January 2, 2010. 
 

    Our deepest sympathy is extended to Joy Baze and 
family upon the death of her daughter-in-law, Juli 
Baze, on January 8, 2010. 
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 February Birthdays 
 

   1…………. Verna Flieger 
   1…………. Kay Kastner 
   2…………. Nikki Swearingen 
   3…………. Wilma Harper 
   3…………. Judy McGinnis 
   3…………. Janet Robinson 
   4…………. Joyce Keck 
   4…………. Gerald Troutwine 
   6…………. Diane Reams 
   8…………. Bill Rosche 
 10…………. Jim Walls 
 11…………. Kent Elliott 
 12…………. Carol Hoerman 
 12…………. Muff Mitchell 
 13…………. Bob Lindsey 
 15…………. Sheri Blackwell 
 16…………. George Welch 
 20…………. Sheryl Sandhaus 
 20…………. John Solomon 
 20…………. Lauren Whitney 
 24…………. J.T. Kirkpatrick 
  
 
 

      February Anniversaries  
 

                 3………… Walt & Lynn Hicklin 
   6………… Jim & Shearon Koby 
   6………… George & Gwen Welch 
 16………… Larry & Mary Jepsen 
  
 
 
  

       If your birthday or anniversary is not included, 

please notify the church office.  Thank you.   
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What’s in a name? 
 

 Jesus is such a special name that it’s found 
some 909 times in the books of the New Testament.  
What does the name Jesus mean? 
 It means Jehovah saves.  Jehovah is an ancient 
Jewish name that refers to God.  Christians believe 
that God saves us through Christ. 
 It’s important to know that Jesus’ last name was 
not Christ.  He was Jesus, son of Joseph, whom we 
believe was the Christ (the Greek word for the     
Hebrew word Messiah.)  He was Jesus the Christ. 
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If you do not see your event on 

this calendar, it is not on the 

church calendar. 
 

Please contact the church office 

to get your event scheduled.  

Thank you!  

            Sunday Morning Schedule    

  9:00 a.m.  Bible Study 101 

  9:15 a.m.  Telling the Biblical Story Adult Class 

  9:30 a.m.  Joy Class, Parables Class, & 

            Children’s Classes 

10:30 a.m.  Sanctuary Worship  



   ___________________________ 

                               
      Presorted Standard 
         Non-Profit Organization 
              U. S. Postage Paid 
          Permit No. 14 
    __________________________ 
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West Lake Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
936 Hwy. O     
Laurie, MO 65037     
(573) 374-0647  
 
“Address Service Requested” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
Website:  www.westlakechristianchurch.org               

Email:  Westlake@charterinternet.com 

Fax: 573-374-8195   

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
 

MINISTRY TEAM 
 

Jim Stovall, Interim Minister 
Gwen Welch, Treasurer 
Dona Johnson, Music Coordinator 
Betty Greenley, Parish Nurse 
Sandy White, Church Secretary 

 
       Join Us 
     February 17 at 7 p.m. 

 
  The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  We will celebrate the 
 beginning of Lent with an Ash Wednesday Service on February 17 at 7 p.m.  
  We Christians observe Lent for 40 days (not including Sundays) to       
 re-examine our spiritual life and to strive to improve our relationship with 
 God.  Lent is also a period of spiritual preparation for Easter Sunday, the 
 greatest day on the Christian calendar.  
  The Worship Committee has purchased Where In The World Is God?, 

 Lenten daily devotion books.  These devotions face our 21st-century world 
squarely by taking us on a journey of four questions: Where in the world is God?  Where is God in my world?  
Where am I in God’s world?  Where is God in his world?  Throughout these devotions, current issues in a 
high-tech world meet the scrutiny of a Scripture passage which draws us to the God of our salvation through 
Jesus Christ.  Welcome to the journey! 
 These Lenten devotion books will be passed out during the Ash Wednesday Service.  Be sure to mark 
your calendar to be a part of this holy service. 
 

  God enters by a private door into every individual. 
                - Ralph Waldo Emerson 


